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 NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING

Ward:         Chalkwell

Date:          Tuesday 22nd November 2011
Time:          7pm – 8.30pm
Location:   Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation Synagogue.
Attendees:

Pc Chris Abbott – Neighbourhood Constable, Essex Police
Cllr Ian Robertson

Mercedes Lancaster – Integrated Youth Support Service (IYSS)

Steve Bright 

6 members of the public
Apologies for absence:

Cllr Richard Brown
Al Browring

Lucy Courtenay - Chalkwell Residents Association (Secretary)
Brenda Long
AGENDA

1. Review of previously agreed priorities: 

(a) Drug activity across the ward: Pc CA reported that targeted patrols have resulted in one male being arrested and charged with cannabis possession on the London Road. In a separate incident another man has been arrested and has been cautioned for possession of cocaine. The male referred to at a previous meeting (drug search warrant at Satanita Road) has now been charged and is on bail for offences of possession of cannabis and possessing cocaine with intent to supply. Enquiries continue in relation to information supplied by the public concerning drug activity across the area. 
2. Current problems / Information sharing:

a) Pc CA provided a written report regarding current crime which highlighted an 11% reduction in offences when compared with the same period last year (Reductions in dwelling burglary 2%; non-dwelling burglary 7%; violence 10%; vehicle crime 21%). Reports of criminal damage have reduced but robbery has increased from 13 reports last year to 16 this year. Reports of antisocial behaviour have fallen. It is interesting to note that reported crime and antisocial behaviour are both below the national average. 
b) Pc CA highlighted a recent report of robbery in Chalkwell Park where 9 young people had been arrested, as the 3 persons responsible were from within the group and all had to be interviewed. Forensic enquiries are continuing regarding this offence.

c) Pc CA presented a written report outlining the other tasks undertaken since the last meeting: (i) Operation ‘Blackhawk’ was the operation to combat antisocial behaviour during the Halloween & Firework celebrations. This joint initiative (Police, Special Constabulary & PCSOs, IYSS, SBC Environmental Health & Street scene staff) involved deploying staff dedicated to deal with incidents as they arose. Reports of antisocial behaviour were low and dealt with quickly, there being a number of small groups in the area and some alcohol confiscated. A number of referrals were made to the IYSS for follow up enquiries regarding the alcohol issues. (ii) Operation ‘Floyd’ ran from the last week in September and the first 2 weeks of October, designed to impact on the issues of vagrancy and associated antisocial behaviour, together with issues of begging, alcohol & drug abuse. The primary location was Station Road and referrals have been made to SMAART, together with information / evidence to assist with application for antisocial behaviour orders for prolific offenders.
d) Pc CA reported on the current rise in offences of dwelling burglary across the district and this ward. In the last month there have been offences committed in Chalkwell Avenue, Sandleigh Road, Station Road, Whitefriars Crescent, Finchley Road, Ailsa Road & Elderton Road. The majority of these offences occur during the day and involve forcible entry via rear doors & windows. The property stolen is usually cash, jewellery and small electrical items (sat nav systems, laptop computers and computer gaming equipment). Dealing with burglary is now a divisional priority and involves increased high visibility and covert patrols in identified areas. Crime prevention is key to dealing with the current trend and staff have been deployed to deliver crime prevention leaflets and provide face to face advice. Identified vulnerable premises are visited to provide crime prevention advice. A number of individuals have been arrested and charged but there is still considerable criminal activity. Pc CA agreed to provide a separate advice / information sheet to attendees regarding crime prevention and current suspect information.
e) Report received concerning possible drug activity in Crowstone Road, where a number of ‘suspect’ individuals have been calling at a specific address. Pc CA agreed to make enquiries.
f) Pc CA updated that a previously reported problem concerning a female drug supplier has been resolved, with the lady being detained under the Mental Health Act.
g) ML reminded attendees that information / concerns around young people could be reported direct to IYSS (01 702 534300) (01 702 534785 direct line) or via email mercedeslancaster@southend.gov.uk .

h) Report of advertising A boards obstructing footpath in area of the car wash in Station Road. Attendee updated that he has reported the matter to SBC and the problem has been resolved.
i) Enquiry concerning the destruction of a boundary at premises in Crowstone Road, which Pc CA updated he was now investigating as a criminal matter.

j) Cllr IR promoted a discussion concerning the impact of domestic violence on family / group members and of the need to report all suspicions to the Police to ensure early resolution and reduction of the effects of such actions.

k) ML reported that joint Police / IYSS patrols continue in the ward, with Chalkwell Park being identified as a key location.
l) Discussion concerning theft of metal from buildings during which Pc CA advised that with the current high value of metals, offences were on the increase and all crime prevention measures should be taken. Information concerning these offences should be passed to the Police as soon as possible.

m) Discussion concerning unsafe empty buildings on cleared land at junction of Valkyrie Road / Genesta Road, which are shored up by timbers. It is believed that the property is owned / managed by estate agents and that there is no planning permission for development as yet. Possibility that the premises may be used by squatters and attendee agreed to forward details via email to Cllr IR for enquiry with SBC planning department.

n) Pc CA updated that the community speed watch programme is progressing, with a number of volunteers having been trained. A request for additional equipment will be made and Kings Road has been suggested as the initial target area.  
o) Reports of vehicle obstruction of footpath in the area of NHS development in Valkyrie Road / Finchley Road caused by poorly managed deliveries to the site. Pc CA agreed to contact site manager to discuss resolution.
p) Several reports of rubbish in Station Road near to the Lamb & Lion P/H and one attendee agreed to report to street engagement team on 01 702 215006.

q) Update received regarding the Southend  Churches Winter Night Shelters, planned to operate between mid November  - mid February 2012. SBC has a legal obligation to provide, at a minimum, shelter from the elements for Southend based rough sleepers and has been working with H.A.R.P. (Homeless Action Resource Project) and the Love Southend group of churches, who have made accommodation available for period when the temperature drops below freezing for 3 consecutive nights. Four churches will provide accommodation for up to 20 persons between 7.30pm – 7.30am as follows:
St Andrews (Westcliff) - Sunday

                        Southend Christian Fellowship (Southchurch) - Monday
                        Ferndale Baptist (Southend) – Wednesday & Friday
                        Westcliff Free Church – Thursday

                        Referrals must be made by H.A.R.P. and guests may not be admitted if 
                        they simply turn up.
r) Reminder for attendees regarding the importance of reporting issues / information as soon as possible. In a situation requiring an immediate Police response dial 999. For non urgent matters that require a Police response members should ring the new national Police non emergency number 101.To speak to the Neighbourhood Constables direct, or to pass on information then use the mobile phone number 07866 545291 where messages can be left.

3. Set new priorities:

a) Burglary prevention & detection across the ward.

4. Any other business:

None

Date of next meeting: 

7pm Tuesday 24th January 2012 at Southend and Westcliff Hebrew Congregation, Finchley Road, Westcliff-on-Sea. SS0 8AD
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