NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING

Ward:      Leigh & West Leigh
Date:        Monday 9th January 2012

Time:       19.00hrs – 20.30hrs.

Location: Salvation Army Hall, Elm Road, Leigh

Attendees:

Pc Collette Hallett – Neighbourhood Constable

PCSO Angela Westall

Peter Jones – Salvation Army 

Stuart Muller – Integrated Youth Support Service (IYSS)

Pat Holden – Leigh Town Councillor

Paul Lawrence – Leigh Town Councillor

Cllr Barry Godwin

Cllr Peter Wexham

Les Harrison – Leigh Pubwatch

Steve Bright

11 members of the public

Apologies for absence:

Pat Williams - Resident

John Carmichael – Salvation Army

Cllr Alan Chrystal

Cllr Gwen Horrigan
Cllr Nigel Holdcroft

Cllr John Lamb

AGENDA

1) Review of previously agreed priorities: 

a) Antisocial behaviour – identified location: Pc CH reported that Police / PCSO patrols had targeted the area and that there had been 2 reports of antisocial behaviour at this location since our last meeting. Residents confirmed that things had improved particularly with reference to the amount of glasses dumped in the area. Reported that the New Year period had been much quieter than in previous years and that licensed premises staff were extending the area covered regarding discarded drinking vessels.
b) Pre Christmas antisocial behaviour across wards: Pc CH reported that incidents had decreased compared to previous years and that there had not been any major problems across the wards. 

Current problems / Information sharing:

a) Pc CH provided comparison data on reported crime in the Leigh area for a 12 month period, which showed that overall there had been a reduction of 6%, which equated to 72 fewer victims. There had been reductions in the categories of non dwelling burglary, vehicle crime, violent crime and sexual assaults. There had been an increase of 3 offences of robbery and currently there was a sharp increase in reports of residential burglary. 
b) Discussion followed regarding the current spate of burglaries, which are a territorial problem and which have seen over 50 suspects arrested in the run up to Christmas. Attendees were requested to circulate the current crime prevention advice: 

· Make your home safe and secure by fitting 5 lever mortise locks on all external doors and secure locks on all other doors and windows.

· Lock and secure all windows and doors when you leave your home – take special care with UPVC doors (lift handle and lock door with key). 

· Remove keys from locks and place them out of sight. 

· Never leave tools or implements outside the property which thieves can use to forcibly enter your home.

· Use automatic light timers / sensors to make your property look occupied and consider leaving a radio on.

· Ensure the perimeter of your property (gates, fences, and hedges) is secure, to prevent access to thieves. 

· Avoid leaving car keys on view near windows and doors and secure vehicles in garages or behind gates.

· Photograph and record serial numbers of valuable items (laptops, computer consoles, satnav systems, TV’s etc), use an ultra violet marker pen to security code your property, to assist with later identification.

· Where possible hide smaller valuable items in unusual places where thieves might not look (laundry baskets or food containers). Jewellery is stolen for its metallic value and is rarely recovered.

· Do not leave packaging on view as it may highlight a recent purchase of valuable items, dispose of it carefully.

· Do not advertise that you are away – ask a trusted person to check on your property and remove mail. Cancel milk & newspaper deliveries. Ensure light timers and burglar / fire alarms are working.

· Suspect callers should never be admitted to your property – always check identification and if necessary verify with a telephone call to the agency concerned. If you are still concerned call for advice from friends / relatives / Police. Remember that opportunist burglars usually knock on doors to check whether the premises are occupied and may use an excuse by asking for a named person. If you are unsure close the door and ring for assistance.

c) Reported that the community speed watch programme was ongoing, with a sufficient number of individuals trained. There were current problems regarding equipment and risk assessments in certain areas and PCSO AW agreed to liaise with Pc Phil Collie from Belfairs ward to resolve matters.

d) Discussion took place regarding a proposed licensing application for the Grand Hotel in The Broadway. It was reported that the original application had been faulty as insufficient public notices had been displayed at the premises. A new application was to be made and any objections from the public should be forwarded in writing to Adam Penn at Southend Borough Council. It was identified that objections need to relate to any of the 4 key areas and that fresh letters of objection be forwarded as it will be treated as a fresh application. Attendee agreed to obtain copy of draft letter for circulation with minutes. Pc CH undertook to update Sgt Danny Barnes of the Police Licensing Unit regarding the concern by attendees of the cumulative impact that the granting this application. Advised that Police licensing section at Westcliff Police station could be contacted via email: daniel.barnes@essex.pnn.police.uk or jackie.flynn@essex.pnn.police.uk    
e) Report of continuing problems associated with the parking restrictions in the Herschell Road area. Cllrs BG & PW advised that the resident parking scheme proposal had been the subject of a public consultation process by SBC, the results of which were awaited.
f) Reported that graffiti on the gypsy bridge had reduced and that the yacht club shelter was due to be re-painted on Tuesday 10th January, now that the correct colour paint had been obtained.
g) LH reminded attendees of the Leigh Pubwatch scheme and that concerns could be reported via email at leighpubwatch@hotmail.co.uk or via the mobile phone number 07740 763987. LH apologised regarding the delay in responding to several previously reported matters, which had been caused by technical problems with messaging systems.
h) Report of motorists continually disregarding the No Entry signs at Leigh Rail station and parking in disabled parking bays. Pc CH updated that fresh signage was still awaited and that PCSOs had been deployed to the area, but had not seen any contraventions.

i) Enquiry raised concerning the proposal by SBC to implement a parking on the pavement prohibition, as reported in a local newspaper. Cllr PW updated that the matter was being discussed for specific problem areas and did not apply across the entire borough. Any proposals would require the agreement of the 3 ward councillors before it could be developed.

j) SM informed attendees that the street engagement team were capable of being deployed at locations where there were reported problems involving young people and that they also conduct joint patrols with the Police. SM reminded attendees that information / concerns around young people could be reported direct to IYSS (01 702 534300) (01 702 534785 direct line) or to the team supervisor via email mercedeslancaster@southend.gov.uk .
k) Pc CH updated that the Essex Police reform programme will commence in March 2012 and will see the 9 western wards become the responsibility of 5 neighbourhood constables, supported by a separate policing team. As the officers involved will be on a specified shift pattern, coverage of the 2 Leigh wards will result in any of the 5 nominated officers responding to / dealing with local matters. Cllr BG stated that whilst he acknowledged the reason for change he would not wish the wards to lose the continuity of policing attention to local matters that had previously been delivered. Attendees agreed with the comments made and voiced their concern with a 40% cut in Police resources. 
l) SB updated on the appropriate method of reporting matters to the Police. Any request for emergency attendance should be via the 999 system. For non – emergency situations requiring Police attendance then calls should be made via the national non-emergency number 101. Calls made to the Police on previous contact numbers may still be automatically routed to this new number. For direct contact with the neighbourhood Policing team, to report local matters or pass on information, the mobile phone should be used 07866 545291
2) Set new priorities:

a) Burglary prevention / detection across wards.
b) Antisocial behaviour across wards.
3) Any other business:

None

4) Date of next meeting: 

    7pm Monday 12th March 2012 at Salvation Army Hall, Elm Road, Leigh on sea.

