NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING
Ward;             Milton

Date;              Thursday 19th January 2012

Time;              6.15pm – 7.45pm

Location;        Civic Centre

Attendees:
Sgt Ashley Holland – Neighbourhood Policing Team supervisor

Cllr Maria Caunce 

Jade Gilbert – Integrated Youth Support Service (IYSS)

Cllr Nigel Folkard

Anita McGinley – S.M.A.A.R.T.

Steve Bright 

8 members of the public

Apologies for absence:

Cllr J Garston

Adam Jones
Mike Lancaster

AGENDA:

1) Review of previously agreed priorities: 
a. Street drinking & antisocial behaviour – identified areas in ward: Ps AH reported that targeted patrols had been carried out by town beat officers, with assistance provided by SBC CCTV control room. A number of stop checks had resulted in alcohol being confiscated but no section 27 notices had been issued. There had only been 4 calls from the public since the 1st October 2011. Attendees reported that the drinkers who previously frequented the wall opposite Sainsbury’s had moved and were now to be found in the area of The Old Trout public house (formerly Bar 56), where empty alcohol containers (not purchased from the premises) are to be found in the car park in large numbers. Drinking is still taking place in the region of 50 -70 London Road. It is suspected that drug activity is occurring in the same area. Ps AH agreed to discuss further with the informants outside the meeting and requested that further reports be made direct to his team via the mobile phone 07817 968114 to enable a quicker response. Ps AH will brief his team regarding these issues to avoid confusion. 
b. Cycling on pavement across the ward: Ps AH reported that the Police had conducted targeted patrols over 3 x ½ days, during which 17 stop checks were made, resulting in advice / warnings being given and 2 Fixed Penalty Notices issued. Leaflets and posters had been distributed and displayed across the area of London Road and Hamlet Court Road and CCTV resources had been requested to target offenders when available. Cllr MC reported that a meeting had taken place with Collette from SBC Safer Cycling team & Fran Bramzel (Blenheim ward campaigner) to co-ordinate resources and campaign focus. Discussions were in hand concerning the development of a school campaign for the early years regarding safer cycling. Cllr NF reported that SBC had plans to increase the amount of cycle lanes in the town, being committed to expanding the network over time. Cllr NF reported on a scheme to provide cycle locking stations to local businesses, to encourage cycle use for employees and customers. Cllr NF agreed to forward details of a proposed campaign to SB via email 
2) Current problems / Information sharing:
a) Report of beggars / drunks frequenting the area of the Empire in Alexandra Street. Ps AH will pass details to town beat section for necessary action. 

b) Report received of beggar operating at northern exit of Westcliff rail station. Believed this male has a home and is of interest to SMAART. Any information to be forwarded to Ps AH in the first instance via the Neighbourhood Policing Team mobile phone 07817 968114.
c) Cllr NF reported that a number of vehicles had been damaged in Cambridge Road, near to the bowling green. Ps AH stated that 4 offences had been reported and enquiries are continuing. AM updated that SBC were also taking action regarding this matter.
d) Report of excess amounts of litter and of people spitting in London Road. AM agreed to update Karon Grant (SBC Street Engagement Team) to arrange cleansing.
e) Resident reported concerns at levels of violent crime in Seaforth Road / Station Road area of ward, having obtained data from website. Resident had emailed concerns to Cllr MC, who agreed to forward email to Ps AH. Ps AH provided an update on the murder in Station Road the previous week, with 2 males being charged with murder and remanded in custody until 2nd April. Ps AH agreed to research report to ascertain if statistics on website were accurate.
f) Report of vagrants sleeping rough in the area of The Fountain Café on Western Esplanade. There are additional problems concerning abusive behaviour and health issues with human excrement. AM added that there had been associated problems concerning the toilets nearby. Ps AH reported that the cleansing issues had been reported to Cory’s for action and that neighbourhood officers are briefed on the current situation. AM requested that incidents of rough sleepers should be reported to the Housing outreach worker Kelly Roach on 07717 690601 or kellyroach@southend.gov.uk in the first instance.

g) Discussion regarding continual problem of dog waste, during which Cllr NF reported that a dog waste bin had been allocated to the ward and that he was trying to identify a suitable location for it. Reports of severe problems in St Helens Road and Hamlet Court Road bridge area. AM agreed to report matters to Karon Grant at SBC. Reminder of advice contained in SBC public information booklet: To arrange for targeted patrols, reports need to be made by phone 01 702 215006, by email council@southend.gov.uk or in writing to the Civic Centre. Reports should include the time, day & date of the incident together with a description of the dog and handler, stating whether it is a frequent occurrence. 

h) Report received concerning a proposed application for a liquor licence at Discount World in Clifftown Road. Cllr MC reported that no application had been received by SBC to date. If an application was made then members of the public can object in writing or email to Adam Penn at Southend Borough Council. Objections need to relate to any of the 4 key areas: (a) The prevention of crime and disorder (b) Public safety              (c) Prevention of public nuisance (d) The protection of children from harm. Incidents of crime or disorder associated with the premises should be reported to the Police and information may be obtained from the Police Licensing Unit at Westcliff Police station via email: daniel.barnes@essex.pnn.police.uk or jackie.flynn@essex.pnn.police.uk    
i) Request for an update on the SBC Selective Licensing consultation process. Cllr MC reported that the process had been delayed by SBC, who wanted to ensure they were acting correctly as there had been problems with a legal process encountered by another authority. The data / information collected in the consultation process was still being analysed / evaluated. Cllr MC agreed to email attendee with update, when known.

j) Update requested on meeting between Simon Leftley (SBC) and Chief Inspector Colwell that took place in December. Ps AH reported that the meeting was a discussion around resources and the information had been fed into the council selective licensing consultation process. 

k) Ps AH reported on the proposed changes to neighbourhood policing in the ward as from the 1st March 2012 in line with the national policing reforms. Pc Stan Ferris will remain as the ward officer and will be part of a team comprising 3 sergeants and 9 constables, who will be on shifts providing cover from 8am to 4am daily. PCSO numbers will remain the same. Ps AH reassured attendees that there is no change in commitment by Essex Police to serving the public.

l) Report of white van with a missing wheel apparently abandoned in First Avenue. Ps AH agreed to report matter to Pc Chris Abbott on Chalkwell ward.

m) AM informed attendees that as from 1st April the responsibility for chairing neighbourhood meetings will be returned to the Police as there is no funding for the current chair. AM requested that any possibilities for alternative funding be forwarded for her attention at: AnitaMcGinley@seh.southend.gov.uk
n) Reminder to attendees of the need to report problems to the Police and partner agencies at the time they were happening, to enable the most appropriate response. In situations requiring urgent attendance the 999 system should be used. For non – emergency situations requiring Police attendance then calls should be made via the non-emergency number 101. The neighbourhood Police team were contactable via the mobile phone number 07817 968114, where messages could be left.

3) Set new priorities:

a) Criminal damage to motor vehicles – identified location.

b) Street drinking/begging/rough sleepers – seafront & Hamlet Court Road.
4) Any other business: 

None

5) Date of next meeting:

6.15pm Thursday 15th March 2012 at the Civic Centre, Southend.
