NEIGHBOURHOOD MEETING

Ward:          Prittlewell

Date:           Tuesday 13th December 2011

Time:           7pm – 8.30pm

Location:     Westcliff Police station.

Attendees:

Sgt Gary Lane- Neighbourhood Police supervisor
Cllr Mike Grimwade

Cllr Ric Morgan

Graeme Roberts – Integrated Youth Support Service (IYSS)

Steve Bright 

6 members of the public
Apologies for absence:

PCSO Elain Hayter 

Anita McGinley – S.M.A.A.R.T.
Ray Matthews

AGENDA:

1). Review of previously agreed priorities: 

a) Drug activity- identified location: Ps GL reported that high visibility patrols had been undertaken by Police and PCSO staff but no arrests had been made. There were no current reports concerning the specified area but patrols would continue.
b)  St Benets Road –young person antisocial behaviour: Ps GL reported that high visibility patrols had been conducted and that no offences / reports of antisocial behaviour had been received. GR reported that street engagement patrols had been conducted between 5pm – 8pm over a 3 week period and there had been no reported incidents. Reported that the area had been much quieter of late, with a noisy scooter being the only current concern. 
2). Current problems / Information sharing:

a) Reported that dangerous manhole cover in the area of the old ‘off licence’ in Bridgewater Drive had been repaired. Current problem of damage to grass verge caused by HGV deliveries. Cllrs RM & MG agreed to report to SBC and enquire re ‘grasscrete’ installation. Additional problem of under age young people purchasing cigarettes from the store. GR agreed to arrange for cover by street engagement staff and Cllr MG undertook to report matter to SBC Trading Standards dept.
b) Update received regarding the continuing problems of parking in Bridgewater Drive, near to junction with Southbourne Grove, in the area of the doctor’s surgery. Letters of complaint to be sent to SBC and Cllrs RM & MG to be included in mailing list.
c) Update concerning the damaged wall outside 57 Bridgewater Drive – wall has been removed.
d) Update concerning the report of large numbers of Asian males congregating in Eastbourne Grove, near to the grocer shop – believed to be a meeting point for transport to work.
e) Continuing problems with vehicles contravening the one way prohibition in St Benets Road. Cllr MG agreed to liaise with Cllr MB regarding changes to road layout and update resident of result.

f) Report of current drug supply activity during late afternoon to late evening at specified location, involving vehicle activity and strangers to the area. Ps GL to make enquiries with Anita McGinley regarding use of CCTV to record activity.

g) Reports of recent issues of fly tipping and graffiti across the ward, which were reported to SBC and effectively dealt with by Karon Grant & her team. Residents wished thanks be recorded and conveyed to the SBC staff involved.

h) Cllr MG reported on current suspected drug supply activity at an identified location, which he had received from concerned residents. Ps GL agreed to pass the information to Pc Alex Bossom for enquiries on a neighbouring ward. Pc AB to email Cllr MG to obtain details of original informants.

i) Report of vehicle regularly obstructing footpath in St Benets Road, causing pedestrians to walk in road. Details of vehicle to be passed to Ps GL who will allocate enquiry to staff for positive action.

j) Report of problems in Shakespeare Drive during firework period, where particular premises was the target of egg throwing. There have been a number of previous vehicle obstruction issues at the same dwelling due to the location in the road. Cllr MG updated that the graffiti cleaning team attended the following day and cleaned what they could – being restricted by the poor condition of the rendering on the building. Cllr MG also reported that issues around parking were generally associated with Southend United FC and that the review for the move to Fossetts Farm was scheduled for early next year. 
k) GR reported that IYSS staff had been involved in positive engagement activities in the area of Fairfax Drive with pupils from Chase, Westcliff and St Thomas More High schools.

l) Report of defective street lighting in Prittlewell Chase area – attendee advised to report to SBC on 215003.

m) Ps GL updated on recent increase in reports of dwelling burglary, with 23 offences in the ward since our last meeting. The problem is countywide and is a top priority for the division. There have been 52 arrests in the town since our last meeting, some being regarded as prolific offenders and many of whom have been remanded in custody. These arrests may have had the desired impact as there have only been 3 reported offences in the ward so far this month. Attendee reported that the Gold Centre in Southend High Street had not been visited / advised of stolen property and Ps GL agreed to inform officer responsible for circulating said stolen items. Discussion followed and attendees were asked to convey the following crime prevention advice to the people they represented:

1. Make your home safe and secure by fitting 5 lever mortise locks on all external doors and secure locks on all other doors and windows.

2. Lock and secure all windows and doors when you leave your home – take special care with UPVC doors (lift handle and lock door with key). 

3. Remove keys from locks and place them out of sight. 

4. Never leave tools or implements outside the property which thieves can use to forcibly enter your home.

5. Use automatic light timers / sensors to make your property look occupied and consider leaving a radio on.

6. Ensure the perimeter of your property (gates, fences, and hedges) is secure, to prevent access to thieves. 

7. Avoid leaving car keys on view near windows and doors and secure vehicles in garages or behind gates.

8. Photograph and record serial numbers of valuable items (laptops, computer consoles, satnav systems, TV’s etc), use an ultra violet marker pen to security code your property, to assist with later identification.

9. Where possible hide smaller valuable items in unusual places where thieves might not look (laundry baskets or food containers). Jewellery is stolen for its metallic value and is rarely recovered.

10. Do not leave packaging on view as it may highlight a recent purchase of valuable items, dispose of it carefully.

11. Do not advertise that you are away – ask a trusted person to check on your property and remove mail. Cancel milk & newspaper deliveries. Ensure light timers and burglar / fire alarms are working.

12. Suspect callers should never be admitted to your property – always check identification and if necessary verify with a telephone call to the agency concerned. If you are still concerned call for advice from friends / relatives / Police. Remember that opportunist burglars usually knock on doors to check whether the premises are occupied and may use an excuse by asking for a named person. If you are unsure close the door and ring for assistance.

Information concerning burglary suspects provided to residents in the western half of the town suggested that they were white males, early – late teens and possibly in possession of a holdall or sports type bag. In some cases the suspects have knocked at doors of premises to identify if they are occupied and if challenged have asked if a fictitious person resides there.

n) Cllr MG reminded attendees of the Age UK ‘Handy Van’ scheme where advice, help and provision of crime prevention and safety equipment can be made to the over 60’s. (Age UK 0845 026 1055).
o) Request by attendee that thanks be recorded on behalf of Priory Park Bowls club members to Police & PCSO staff for their efforts in ensuring a relatively problem free summer season.

p) Report concerning problems of vehicle obstruction / parking violations in the area of Earls Hall & Southend High Schools. SBC ‘Smart’ car had been deployed and high visibility patrols had been conducted by Police & PCSO staff. Current issue with obstruction of bus stop on east side of Hobleythick Lane. Cllr RM reported that there are no parking restrictions / prohibitions at the location and agreed to raise the matter again at the SBC Traffic & Parking meeting on 5th January 2012, where he will request a marked bus bay be provided.

q) Cllr RM wished his thanks to be recorded concerning a recent arson attack at 1, Hobleythick Lane. The owner of the property was away, so the alarm was raised by a neighbour and prompt attendance / action by Police and Fire service resulted in the safety of residents and greatly reduced damage to the property.

r) Ps GL updated on the proposed changes for policing in the ward from the 1st March 2012. Pc DM has been transferred to shift work at Leigh and the ward will be covered by 3 officers, all of whom have a responsibility for Belfairs, Blenheim, Westborough and Prittlewell. (Pc Alex Bossom, Pc Phil Collie & Pc Tracey Holmes). Cllrs RM & MG wished for the thanks of the ward residents be recorded for the hard work and professional service provided by Pc DM during his time as the named officer in the ward.  
s) REMINDER:  Police contact numbers for reporting concerns or information: 999 in emergencies. For non – emergency situations requiring Police attendance then calls should be made via the new national non-emergency number 101. On occasions where information regarding current operations / enquiries is reported, this should be done via the Neighbourhood Policing mobile phone 07817 968093 or email, initially gary.lane@essex.pnn.police.uk. .

3). Set new priorities:

1) Drug activity – identified location.

4). Any other business: 

      None

5). Date of next meeting: 

Tuesday 14th February 2012 7pm – 8.30pm at Westcliff Police station, Claremont Road. (Venue may be subject to change).
